!
]

BAT uinit used high-nicotine tobacco

Continiued from Paze 1 32{C{%¢
levels. Tobacco companies, for

example, routinely added ammo- -

nia to cigarettes as an “impact
- booster”, doubling the amoumt
nicotine a smoker inhales. -

Mr Kessler said: “The findings
lay to rest any notion that there
is no manipulation and control of
nicotine undertaken in  the
tobacco industry.”

B&W officials admitted pri-
vately to the FDA last week that

_“‘this high-nicotine tobacco had
" been used in fts Raleigh, Rich.

ture in the late 1970s, in an
attempt to find a tobacco that
.would yield less tar for a given
amount of nicotine. The company
had taken up the work and
applied unsuccessfully for a

patent for Y-1 in 1991, It said the
brands in which Y-l was used
represented less than 0.5 per cent
of the total US market last year.
Mr Martin Broughton, BAT's
chief executive, said last night
that cigarettes containing Y-1
had proved unpopular and had
been largely withdrawn.

Mr Kessler said yesterday that
“several million pounds” of Y-1
tobacco was currently stored in
warehouses in the US and could
be used at any time.
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