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THE TOBACCC TRIAL 3RQUGHT TC CONCLUSION IN THE JITY COURT

SUOMEN TUPAKKA AND RE

ETTIS UCT LIAZLE TO IND,a'I?ICATION

- T

The Helsinki Cizy Couwr< nas %oday passed jucg
%0 cai.=2d %tobacce %rial. The Cour:z found <n
Sucmsn  Tupakka Oy and Oy Retsig AD nct liabla
indemnif:catiors.
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The issue has been <*hraghad out in 8 court of =
eranaze siace June 1288, The plainzifl 27 tne zase was &
pensioner from the City of Tampere whe clo=mel Toza. 27
8C5,00C Finnmarks in indemnifica%ticn for his illnesses
referr.rg “o product liability.
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Tre visual purpose of *he suiz was <2 obtain  an
demnificatiop for the plain®iff. The acTusl characTer of

in

the cour% proceedings is, however, revealed Sy a regirs
prepared in <the year 1988 by the slaintiif's avtorney,
Professor Erkk: Aurejarvi, for <he Na<zicnal Board of
Healtn.
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in the repor= Professor Aurejarvi, amorg oTher thuings,
progoses “hat "also in owr country court proe2adings night
be a geod way to settls tobacco issues. 3ush procssdings
aztract the interess of the media. A part I %the trials
could be cases %hat were known in advance %2 bs loss'. I*
aiso s2ems that the plaintiff has noz veen invclved in the
case o his own behalf, but has l2nz his name for the
purpos2s of nis attorney as a patient benefizial from zhe
public.zy point of view.
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THE TOBACZQ TRIAL 3FJUGHT 70 CONCLUZION IN THE CITY COQURT

The Helsinki City Cour= has today given judgement on Ine
ca..ed “ohacco *rial. Contrary %0 what ras hagre
anywhere 2lse in %h2 werld, the cowrst in our counsry :ud
the safendants, Suomen Tupakka Oy and Oy Retziz Ak, <
indemnilications. In the United States more tharn 3
product llabili7y suits have been Dbrought agains:t <
~obacco industry since the early 19%0's and noT in a s:ingl
amne 2f these suits has “the <obacce i1ndustry oTeen Toun
iiabl2 =2 indemnificaZions. Suomen Tupakka and Reziiz, ©°
saparataly, will lodge an appeal on account of <he ity
Zourz's judgement.
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The 1ssu=2 has bYeen debazed in a court of .
since June 1988. The plaintifi of the case was
frcm the City of Tampere who claimed indemniy ¢l
his illresses, in toal 500,000 Finnmarks, on e 2as.s o
prodict liabilizy.

The wvisual purgosa of the suit was <o ob%ain  an
wndemnafication for the plaintiff. The <true character of
the =rial is, howsver, revealed by a repeor<e drawn up o¥ the
olaintiff's at<orney, Profassor Erkki Aurejarvi, in .388
for <he Na=ional 3Board of Heal<n.

In the report Professor Aursjarvi e.g. Sugg2sts that "osurs
procesdings might bs a good way o clarify =obacce issues
in our country, as well, Such proceedings ia%eres< <he
nedia. A part of the trials could oe cases tha*t wers xnown
in advance “o become lost”. I+t also seens that =he
PraLnTifs has net been advocating his own issue, but has
lent his name for nis attorney's purposes as a suizacle
patisnt with respeac %o publicity.
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