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THE TOBACCO TRIAL BROUGHT T: CONCLUSION IN THE CITY COUR T
EUOMEN TUPAICKA AND RTT:9 NCT LIABLE; TO INDEMNIFICATIO N

The Helsinki City Gear; has today passed juc ;eae n.. o-. :h e
so called tobacco trial . The Coure feund . ._ defendants
St:omen 7upakka Oy and Oy Retelg Ab net :table eo
indemnifecations .

The issee has been thrashed oue in a c :ere of first

instanee sl :tce June 1983 . The ef ene ease was a

pensioner from the City of Tampere who claaee. a tots . of
5CO,OOC Finnmarks in indemnification for his ellnesees b y
referreng to product liability .

The visual purpose of the suie was t: obtain an
indemneficatlon for the plaintiff . The actue : character o f
the court proceedings is, however, revealed :y a report
prepared in the year 1986 by the lainelff's attorney ,
?rcfessor Erkkl Aurej'arvi, for the Naeicnal Board o f
Health .

In the report PrOfeSSOr . Aurejarei, among -her hengs ,

proposes that "also in our country court proceedings nigh t

be a geed way to settle tobacco issues . State proceedings

attract the interest of the media . A part :f the trials
could be cases that were known in advance to be lost" . It
also seems that the plaintiff has not been inecleed in the
case on his own behalf, but has lane his name for the

purposes of his attorney as a patient benefi:ial from the
public :'y point of view .

VICTORY VERSIC Y
. DRAFT STATEME T

January 1992

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ffbb0197
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THE TOBACCO TRIAL !RCUGH: TO CONCLUSION IN THE CITY COUR T

The HeLeanal City Coura has today given judgement on :es s e

called tobacco trial . Contrary to what has haapene C
anywhere else in the world, the court in our coup ery dged

the . tefendants, Suomen Tupakka Oy and Oy Retang At . a .: pa

indeanifications . In the (kilted States more than 30 C

prodaea liabilaty suits have been brought againsa .he
tobacco industry since the early 1950's and not in a a:ngl e
one of 'these saits has the tobacco industry beeo found
liable to indemnifications . Suomen Tupakka and Rettig, epa e
separately, will lodge an appeal on account of the 7iey
Court's judgement .

The issue has been debated in a court of first inaaanoe
since June 1988 . The plaintiff of the case was a pensione r
from the City of Tampere who claimed indemeifieatlen fo r
his illnesses, in tool 500,000 Finnaharks, on the bases of
product Ilabiliey .

The visual pu gpose of the suit was to ob lain art

andehnlfication for the plaintiff . The true character e f

the trial is, however, revealed by a report drawn up by th e
plaintiff's attorney, Professor Erkki Aarejarvi, in 1986
for the National 3oard of Health .

In the report Professor Aurejarvi e .g . suggests that " .our:

Proceedings ought be a good way to clarify tobacco :=sues
in car country, as well . Such proceedings interest the
media. A part of the trials could be cases that were keow n
in advance to become lost" . It also seems that the
plaintiff has not been advocating his own issue, but has
lent his name for his attorney's purposes as a suitabl e
patient with respect to publicity .
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