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WASLHINGTON — (AP} — AlScience, Sterfing, a stalislical
Canadian sclentist said Wednes- |speefalist from Simon Ifraser

day  that American  industry.
provate heallh agencies and
government  research  centers
have east a “pall of secrecy”
much of the information
roeded to assess the heallh ef-
feeis of poflulion and cigatette

" |smoking.

Furlhermore,  said  Trof,
Theodore D, Sterling. evidence
that bas so far been made

Imublic on these quesiions “ap-

ncacs 10 be derived Irom many
inadequate studies.™

In a report for the 13%th
meeting of the Awerican Asso-
ciztion for 1he Advancement o
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University, Burnashy, B. C,

daclared:

effects of pollutants are  so!
designed thay they tend fo une;
derplay the cffeets of ingustrial
or air polluianis on  health,
while studics on the elfects of
smpking are 50 designed that
they would overestimute the -
fects of smaking on health,

“A more sericus hindrance;
than these technical flaws 1s

the pall of secrecy that hangs
over much of 1he erucial infar-
matioa that is reeded to form a
balancing conclusion,

“Almost Rl Anierican pnrticsl
fnvolved in these areas of in-~
vestipation—industry,  privaie]
jagencies, and government re-
isearch cenfers—have been;
'guxlly of withholding dala from .,
ithe community of coneerned’
scienfisls and ave violating the
fundmnental tenets of seicnce
that its transactions must be
public,”

He said it s difficull to fus-1’
tily “any but {he most tentaliveld
conclusions concerning the rela-|
tive role of peliutlon and smok-

. ing.”
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Qtel]mf singled out the Amer-jneeded for a "dlspassmnata
irem Cancer Society and  thepevaluation”™ of contentions: hy
..3. Public Health Service for|thase two o gwnizdtmns that
wfthholding  detailed  informa-jeigarelie smoking is the ‘chict

ian of the type he suggested isjcause of lung cancer.
By and large, studies en the! = -
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